


BRUCE TRAIL CONSERVANCY

The Bruce Trail Conservancy (BTC) is one of
Ontarios largest land trusts and the steward
of Canadas oldest and longest marked
footpath.

We actively preserve and care for land within
the UNESCO-designated Niagara Escarpment
Biosphere to protect its ecosystems for the
benefit of all. We responsibly connect people
to nature through the Bruce Trail and our
protected natural areas.

We are a member-driven, volunteer-based,
charitable organization, governed by a
19-member Board of Directors. Working with
each of the nine Bruce Trail Clubs, we are
committed to caring for the Bruce Trail and
to preserving land along its route.

MISSION
Preserving a ribbon of wilderness,
for everyone, forever.

VISION
The Bruce Trail secured within a

permanently protected natural corridor
along the Niagara Escarpment.
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The Bruce Trail Conservancy wishes to
acknowledge and honour the lands of the Niagara

__Escarpment as the traditional territory of

Indigenous peoples. In both spirit and partnership,
we recognize and thank the Anishinaabek, Huron-

Wendat, Tionontati, Attawandaron, Haudenosaunee,

Mgtis, and all who provided stewardship of these
lands over millennia. :

Recognition of the contributions of Indigenous
peoples is consistent with our commitment to
making the promise of Truth and Reconciliation
real in our communities. We are grateful for the
opportunity to live, work, and play here and thank
all those who have served and continue to serve as
caretakers of this special place.

We are also mindful of broken covenants and the
need to reconcile with all our allies and relations.
Together, may we care for this land and each other,
drawing upon the strength of our mutual history
through peace and friendship, to create a legacy of
conservation for generations to come.
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In 2024, the Bruce Trail
facilitated 1.4 million
hours in nature.

To improve the Bruce Trail experience,
understand its value to the public and
serve our community better, we set out to
discover how many people explore our
ribbon of wilderness in a year. We learned
that ' across 1,395 km'of main and side
trails over one million.individuals visited
the Bruce Trail in 2024. Many people made
multiple trips to the Bruce Trail, and by
looking atthe average length of those
visits, we came upon a remarkable new
metric: time in nature.

72.1% of the Bruce Trail is now on
permanently protected land
4.7 km of the Bruce Trail s Optimum Route was

secured this year, and 44 km of Trail was created
or rerouted

1,395 km of Trail maintained and
ready to be explored
The iconic Bruce Trail continues to offer free,

environmentally responsible public access to
nature to visitors from near and far.

18 Signed agreements to protect
land within the Bruce Trail
Conservation Corridor

Of our 18 signed agreements with landowners,
11 closed this fiscal year, with the remaining
seven expected to close in our next fiscal year
due, in part, to systemic delays in'the land
severance process.

93 Species of Conservation Concern
recorded on BTC-managed land

BTC ecologists made 98 observations of 20 rare
and at-risk species this year.
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1,485 New Canadians became
BTC Members with the Canoo app
Newcomers to Canada were introduced to the
Bruce Trail and the iconic landscapes of the
Niagara Escarpment with a free one-year
membership to the BTC.

1,541 Hikes led by BTC Clubs
across our trail system
Guided by our dedicated hike leaders,

thousands of people-explored the Bruce Trail
Conservation Corridor on organized hikes.

12,103 Members across our nine
Bruce Trail Clubs

Our community of BTC members supported trail
maintenance, habitat restoration, and community
outreach, all core areas of our mission.

685 Trail maintenance notifications
were sent to Bruce Trail Clubs

Explorers used the Bruce Trail app to inform
Clubs about hazards and debris along the Trail,
leading to 685 maintenance actions.

54 Legacy gifts confirmed

The meaningful gifts left to the BTC this year
have supported a variety of stewardship and
securement projects that will leave a natural
legacy for future generations.
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BOARD CHAIR S MESSAGE

The Bruce Trail is more than a world-class
footpath; itis a call for connection.

As | reflect on my years serving on the Bruce
Trail Conservancy (BTC) Board, | am struck by
the momentum we have created to bring people
into greater connection with nature. As hikers explore the
Bruce Trail together with friends or family, find moments of
solitude among the trees, or learn about the species we are
working to protect, they become BTC supporters - as members,
volunteers and donors. This ever-growing BTC community
emboldens us all to move forward with determination,
confident in our purpose and the value of our vision.

As you read through our 2024-2025 Annual Impact Report,
you will see this momentum in all its verdant beauty. From the
expansion of ecological restoration projects to the hundreds of
acres preserved over the course of the year, the health of our
conservation corridor and the experience of those who
explore it continue to improve. You will also see that it was —
once again! — a record-breaking year for fundraising with the
support of our $60 Million Challenge champions, generous
donors, foundation partners and BTC members.

Over the past year and throughout my tenure as Board Chair,
it has been a great pleasure to work with Michael McDonald and
the BTC team. Michael’s thoughtful leadership as CEO and his
infectious love of nature are invaluable assets to this organization
and our community. Under his leadership and together with
expert BTC staff, dedicated volunteers, and a community of
landowners and partners, the BTC is working towards the
achievement of our mission with increasing tenacity.

Throughout it all, my colleagues on the Board of Directors
past and present have demonstrated their unshakeable
commitment to the BTC and the quality of the Bruce Trail
experience. It has been a privilege to work with each one of
them in the service of preserving a ribbon of wilderness, for
everyone, forever.

The stories documented in this report are a testament to our
collective appreciation for time spent in the rich biodiversity of
our conservation corridor and the power of our connection
with the Bruce Trail — to better the environment, ourselves and
our relationships with each other. It is a legacy we can all be
proud of.

Lol Ayrae—

Leah Myers
BOARD CHAIR

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER S MESSAGE

Our beloved Bruce Trail gives us an
opportunity to heal ourselves and the
land, together.

In the span of a generation, our lives have
moved indoors and online. People of all ages
and backgrounds are struggling with their mental health.
Our planet is threatened by rising temperatures and extreme
weather, and diminishing habitats mean the biodiversity
crash is imminent. These challenges are daunting, but, in
our view, part of the remedy for each is within an hour’s
drive of more than eight million Ontarians.

From its inception, the purpose of the Bruce Trail was to
connect people with nature so they would want to help
protect it. Ever since, and for the generations that followed,
the Bruce Trail has been a cherished way for people to
spend time in nature, while the ecosystems preserved along
its route help mitigate the impacts of climate change.

Science has now proven what nature lovers have always
known: time in nature benefits us in a myriad of ways. It can
help improve our mood, energy, and immune responses. It
supports cognitive function and both physical and mental
health. Time in nature is real medicine.

This year we set out to quantify how many people have
been enjoying our iconic Bruce Trail, which ultimately led to
a ground-breaking new measurement we are very proud of:
time in nature. In our 2024-2025 Annual Impact Report, you
will read more about this and all the ways the BTC has
protected more vulnerable Niagara Escarpment lands while
enhancing how the communities we serve access these
special places. This critical work could not have been
accomplished without the support of our
inspiring volunteers, generous donors and landowners,
dedicated members, partners and staff.

Integral to our success were the efforts of our talented
Board, led by Leah Myers in the final year of her tenure as
Chair. | am deeply grateful for her years of expertise and
thoughtful leadership which have helped us achieve the
remarkable results you will read about in these pages.

As a son, husband, father, brother and friend, my most
treasured memories all happened while spending time
together in nature. | invite you to celebrate what we have
accomplished together, and to pledge to yourself to spend
more time within our ribbon of wilderness. The gift of
spending time in nature is irreplaceable.

Michael McDonald
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER



Urgently
Protect Land

As we permanently protect land within
the Niagara Escarpment UNESCO World
Biosphere Reserve, we continue to
piece together the puzzle that is the
Bruce Trail Conservation Corridor. The
size of our newly secured areas varies,
but each is critically important:
connected corridors provide healthier,
more secure habitats for species to
migrate safely with necessary food
sources and shelter. What makes the
Bruce Trail corridor even more special is
the footpath that winds through it,
giving free public access to one of the
most biodiverse and geologically
significant regions in North America.

We maximize every opportunity to
secure the sensitive Escarpment lands
the Bruce Trail crosses, navigating an
often-unpredictable market. Not all
lands we aim to protect become part of
our conservation corridor, but with
strong landowner relations
championed by Club volunteers, expert
staff and a community of generous
donors and grantors, we are getting
closer to our vision of the Bruce Trail
secured within a permanently
protected natural corridor along the
Niagara Escarpment.

In November, Bruce Trail Conservancy
supporters gathered with Adam van Koeverden,
then Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Environment and Climate Change, and the Hon.
Karina Gould, then Leader of the Government in
the House of Commons, to announce a grant of
$2.4 million to the Bruce Trail Conservancy, in
addition to a previous grant of $5 million, from
Environment and Climate Change Canada
through the Nature Smart Climate Solutions
Fund. These funds supported the securement of
497 .4 acres of sensitive Escarpment lands and
the permanence of Canadas oldest and longest
marked footpath.

This year we kept 865 acres of agricultural
land within our conservation corridor
protected and in operation through leases
with local farmers. This includes the
centuries-old farmland at Meltwater Moraine
in the Caledon Hills section and a hay field at
Hollow Oak Nature Reserve in the Iroquoia
section, which supports at-risk grassland
nesting birds such as Bobolink. By working
with local farmers to keep agricultural lands
in operation, we are supporting both the
economies of Escarpment communities and
essential habitats.

Acres of Niagara Escarpment preserved in the year

Number of new protected natural areas established

Total acres stewarded by the Bruce Trail Conservancy

Total acres the Bruce Trail Conservancy has been involved in preserving
Length of Bruce Trail s Optimum Route secured in the year

Percentage of Bruce Trail s Optimum Route on permanently protected land

On June 9, the Bruce Trail Conservancy
hosted the Minister of the Environment,
Conservation and Parks and the Ontario
Land Trust Alliance at Hollow Oak Nature
Reserve to announce $20 million over four
years in Greenlands funding to support land
trusts in protecting nature. The BTC was the
recipient of a $280,000 grant, which helped
permanently protect 18 acres at Hollow Oak
and secure 475 metres of the Bruce Tralil,
avoiding a reroute of over 3.5 km onto busy
roads in the city of Burlington.

613.5 acres 942 acres 445 acres
11 17 6

15,852 acres 15,212 acres 14,304 acres
21,186 acres 20,460 acres 19,637 acres
4.7 km 10.5km 3.6 km
72.1% 71.9% 70.6%






















































